Message of the 7th European Conference ”Safeguarded Cultural Heritage – Understanding & Viability for the Enlarged Europe” held in Prague May 31st – June 3rd 2006 and organized by the Czech Academy of Sciences with the support of the European Commission

The 7th European Conference SAUVEUR continuing the 20 year old tradition to review results of research into cultural heritage issues has shown more than 210 oral and poster gathered presentations. The European scientific community has demonstrated remarkable power to create excellent research through effective international consortia and jointly to work on common problems even under quite modest and fragmented financial support simultaneously taking advantage of grants from national research programmes or other funding mechanisms.

More than 280 Conference participants from 37 countries of which 22 are EU Member States recognise that:

●
Environmental change represents one of the main threats to sustainability of European cultural heritage. Climate change and the increased frequency and intensity of certain natural hazards bring about new performance requirements which are not adequately met by contemporary standards of design and materials. These challenges require innovative approaches and technologies, advanced integrated modelling and optimising the use of research infrastructure.

●
 In historic settlements there is a wide range of accumulated problems affecting movable and immovable heritage and related to environmental changes, social impacts, economic issues, growing tourism and inadequate cultural heritage management. Moreover, natural hazards have much heavier impact on historical settlements than on the modern built environment. Sustainability of historic cities, villages and territories represents a new level of complex challenges. Therefore, integrated research into cultural heritage assets related to historical settlements is considered very crucial and central for European countries.    
●
Cultural heritage research has the potential to contribute yet further to the development of advanced environmental technologies through the knowledge generated from basic research and from the adaptation and integration of scientific advances and developments from other sectors such as nanotechnologies etc. On the other hand it can benefit greatly from strengthening public participation in research and better communicating the potential impacts for citizens living in European historic environments.  There is a need to establish complementary national research programmes that support effective cooperation in this field and the application of the ERANET ideas and principles in order to better achieve the Lisbon goals. There is a strong demand from all stakeholders that cultural heritage be mainstreamed into EU and National policies and programmes.
●
Research into cultural heritage has a strong potential for harmonization of European policies and for enhancing the competitiveness of industry in various fields, from large construction companies to diverse SMEs.  The European Technology Platforms such as the one on construction play a key role in achieving this goal. The Platforms, all stakeholders and the European Commission need to work together to ensure the widest diffusion and transparency of their work and results.  
This Conference invites:
●
The European Institutions
- to pay attention to measures ensuring sustainable safeguarding of the European cultural heritage through joint collaborative research utilizing international and interregional programmes,
- to support the incorporation of cultural heritage themes into all relevant priorities and tasks of 7th Framework programme and to intensify their support for cultural heritage research within the 7th Framework Programme,
- to facilitate ways of overcoming the fragmentation of research for the cultural heritage research community,
- to ensure that the revision of the EU Sustainability Strategy in 2009 includes explicit mention of the value of cultural heritage research and,

- to mitigate unintentional negative effects on cultural heritage of the EU legislation by means of careful application of the article 151.4 in all issued legal documents. 
●
The European Research Council (ERC) to consider the importance of basic research for cultural heritage. 

●
National and regional governments and relevant authorities in Europe to integrate in their research programmes scope for cultural heritage research and support for related research infrastructure.
●
Public-private partnerships to be established with the cultural heritage research community in order to respond to the new and complex challenges referred to above. 
●
Non governmental organizations to promote public participation in cultural heritage research namely related to environment, energy, sustainability and quality of life.

